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Resumed from 18 August. 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [4.10 pm]: I seem to have this habit of just standing and being 
truncated. I got to my feet yesterday and did not utter a word and now I have five minutes in which to speak. 

We had a briefing from representatives of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services, the Department of 
Planning and the Department of Commerce. Again, I would like to thank the relevant minister for providing 
those officers to give us a briefing. I must admit that it was a very good briefing, even to the point at which some 
maps were produced about how the process will work. 

The Fire and Emergency Services Amendment Bill 2015 is an interesting piece of legislation. In his second 
reading speech in this place on 19 May 2015, the Attorney General stated — 

The bill will provide for the designation of bushfire–prone areas by the Fire and Emergency Services 
Commissioner. An area will be designated as bushfire prone if it is an area that is subject, or is likely to 
be subject, to bushfires. A proposed development within an area designated as bushfire prone will 
require an assessment of the bushfire attack level. This assessment will then inform the standard of the 
proposed development to align with Australian Standard 3959. 

This basically came about following the 2011 Kalamunda bushfires. The government commissioned the inquiry, 
which produced a report titled “A Shared Responsibility: The Report of the Perth Hills Bushfire February 2011 
Review”. Recommendation 3 was that the state, through the Western Australian Planning Commission, be given 
the responsibility of designating bushfire-prone areas. The State Solicitor’s Office advised that an amendment of 
the Fire and Emergency Services Act 1998 would be the most appropriate course to enable these powers. 

Thus there is an added clause, part 4A, to empower the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner to designate 
these zones, which will be published in the Government Gazette, and also to assist to deregister if need be. These 
zones will be determined in consultation with local authorities, the Office of Bushfire Risk Management and the 
departments of Fire and Emergency Services, Planning and Commerce. These zones aim to aid the reduction of 
risk of bushfire to life, property and infrastructure. They aim to effectively reduce new land development in 
bushfire-prone zones, ensure better mitigation processes for bushfires in these zones and ensure the purchasers of 
property in these zones will be notified of the danger as well as considering future incentives to facilitate the 
reduction of legacy risk to existing buildings. It is an effort to bring these buildings up to Australian Standard 
AS 3959—I will talk some more about that shortly—which calls for individual properties to hold fire risk codes 
and make provision for their durability. These areas are considered to be a prerequisite for other measures 
handed down from the inquiry. 
During our briefing we questioned a number of points, which I will touch on now. We asked what incentives the 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services was considering for the established buildings. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to temporary orders. 
[Continued on page 5559.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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